
	 1	

																	

	
	

 
 

Early Entrance to Kindergarten 
Procedures and Guidelines for Petition 

 
 
 
 
Overview 
Per KRS 158.030, to be eligible to enter Kindergarten, children must be five 
years of age by October 1.  
 
Senate Bill 24 (SB 24), amends KRS 158.030 by requiring local schools boards 
to adopt a policy for parents or guardians to petition the board to enroll a child 
who does not meet the kindergarten age requirement of turning 5 years of age on 
or before October 1. It is important to note that SB 24 also amends the date of 
kindergarten entry eligibility.  Beginning with the 2017-2018 school year, any 
child who is five (5) years of age, or who may become five (5) years of age by 
August 1, may enter a primary school program. This would be a change from the 
long-standing October 1 entry eligibility requirement. 
 
To be recommended for early entrance to kindergarten, children will need to 
demonstrate above-average performance and development in academic skills as 
well as approaches to learning, health and physical well-being, language and 
communication development, social and emotional development, and cognitive 
and general knowledge. The standards for early admittance are very high to 
ensure that students are not frustrated by their advanced grade placement. There 
will be no consideration, including an appeals process, for children with 
birthdates beyond November 1. Additionally, final placement considerations will 
include availability of space and funding. 
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The process will include multiple measures of the child’s readiness for school.  
These measures will include, but are not limited to the following: 
 

o Parent observation and input (Parent Questionnaire) 
 

o Data from prior settings, such as childcare, state-funded preschool, Head 
Start and other early learning settings (Early Settings Information); this 
form may be duplicated and completed by multiple prior early settings 
providers 

 
o STAR Early Literacy 

 
o STAR Math 

 
o District Common Assessments 

  
o Kindergarten Readiness Screener (Brigance) including Parent 

Social/Emotional Self-Help Scale 
 
Parent(s) or guardian(s) will be notified in writing as to the decision for early 
entrance trial period no later than July 15. 
Children meeting the early entrance standards will be recommended for a four-
week probationary period in Kindergarten beginning at the start of the school 
year. During this time the student’s readiness for kindergarten (general 
performance, social, emotional, and physical maturity, academic performance, 
peer relationships and other relating factors) will be monitored.  
 
At the end of the four-week probationary period, the school principal will convene 
a Child Study Team meeting. Participants will include the parent(s), the student’s 
teacher, the guidance counselor, the principal and any other invited individuals 
who may contribute relevant information and/or expertise regarding the individual 
student. The Child Study Team will be charged with making a recommendation, 
based on multiple sources of data (Brigance Social/Emotional Self-Help Teacher 
Report, STAR reading and Math data), to the Superintendent regarding final 
placement of the child. In the event the participants cannot reach a consensus, 
the building principal retains the final authority and the responsibility to make the 
final recommendation to the Superintendent. Based on the recommendation of 
the committee, assessment data, staff recommendations, and availability of 
space and funding, the Superintendent shall recommend to the Board whether to 
grant the request.  It is important to remember that many children who apply 
for early entrance are developing normally or a rate that is only slightly 
above average but may not be considered for early entrance to 
kindergarten. 
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The completed application packet, along with supporting documentation, 
should be mailed to the child’s school OR: 

 
Early Kindergarten Entry 

Supervisor of Elementary Instruction 
Warren County Public Schools 

303 Lovers Lane, PO Box 51810 
Bowling Green, KY  42102 - 6810 

 
All packets must be postmarked no later than May 1. 

 

Timeline for the Process 
 

March 15 – May 1 Completed Application Packet Submitted 
May 1 – May 30 Assessments Scheduled & Administered 
July 10 – July 15 Parents Notified of Response to Petition 

 
Procedures for Early Entrance 
A parent request for consideration of early admission can be made by securing 
and then completing an application for early kindergarten admission. Applications 
are available from each child’s home elementary school or on line at 
warrencountyschools.org. There are three required parts to the application 
process:  
1) Application for Entrance to Kindergarten,  
2) Parent Questionnaire for early entrance to kindergarten, and  
3) Early Settings Information form completed by a preschool or childcare 
teacher or other adult providing therapy, education or care for the child 
All forms must be totally completed and submitted/postmarked between 
March 15 and May 1 for an assessment to be scheduled. 
 
Students with completed early entrance applications will be scheduled for an 
assessment between May 1 and May 30.  The test will take place in the child’s 
home school under the supervision of Warren County Public Schools’ 
professional staff. 
 
Evaluation Process 
The child will be evaluated by qualified school personnel.  Upon completion of all 
assessments, all data collected will be reviewed. 
 
There are two possible outcomes of individual testing: 

o The student did not demonstrate the needed readiness skills and is not 
eligible for early entrance into kindergarten, or: 

o The student did demonstrate the needed readiness skills and is eligible for 
early entrance into kindergarten. Families of students found eligible must 
complete the regular registration process through their home school to 
enroll the student into a kindergarten program for the following year. 

 
 
	


